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Measure Title: 
RELATING TO THE TRANSIENT ACCOMMODATIONS 

TAX.  

Report Title:  
Transient Accommodations Tax; Division of Conservation and 

Resource Enforcement; DLNR  

Description:  

Increases the amount of excess revenues allocated for certain 

purposes subject to the mutual agreement of the board of land 

and natural resources and the board of directors of the Hawaii 

tourism authority in accordance with the Hawaii tourism 

authority strategic plan to $10,000,000. Allocates $5,000,000 

of the $10,000,000 to the division of conservation and resource 

enforcement.  

Package: None  

Current Referral:  TSM/WTL, WAM  

Introducer(s): SOLOMON, KAHELE  
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Testimony of  

WILLIAM J. AILA, JR. 

Chairperson 

 

Before the Senate Committees on  

TOURISM 

and 

WATER AND LAND 

 

Wednesday, February 12, 2014 

2:45 PM 

 State Capitol, Room 229 

 

In consideration of 

SENATE BILL 3024 

RELATING TO THE TRANSIENT ACCOMODATIONS TAX 

 

Senate Bill 3024 proposes to increase the amount of excess revenues allocated for certain 

purposes subject to the mutual agreement of the Board of Land and Natural Resources and the 

Board of Directors of the Hawaii Tourism Authority (HTA) in accordance with the HTA 

strategic plan to $10,000,000, and would allocate $5,000,000 of the $10,000,000 to the Division 

of Conservation and Resources Enforcement.  The Department of Land and Natural 

Resources (Department) strongly supports the intent of this measure but respectfully 

requests that this measure be amended to correct flaws in Act 161, Session Laws of Hawaii 

(SLH) 2013. 

 

The Department’s Division of Conservation and Resources Enforcement (DOCARE) would 

welcome these additional funds that will be used to further DOCARE’s mission of protecting 

Hawaii’s natural, historical, cultural and recreational resources.  Over the past few years, 

DOCARE’s general fund operating budget has been strained, making it difficult to provide for 

increasing operating costs and equipment purchases.  This funding would be used to provide for 

a more viable and responsive conservation and resources enforcement program in the State of 

Hawaii. 

   

Last session, the Legislature passed Senate Bill 1194, Conference Draft 1, which was signed into 

by the Governor as Act 161, SLH.  Prior to this bill being enacted into law, $1,000,000 from 

Transient Accommodation Tax (TAT) revenues budgeted for the Hawaii HTA was deposited 

into the Department’s State Parks Special Fund and the Special Land and Development Fund for 

the state-wide trail and access program.  Act 161 in part leaves that $1,000,000 in the HTA 

budget and instead allocates $3,000,000 subject to the mutual agreement of the Board of Land 

and Natural Resources (BLNR) and the Board of Directors of the HTA in accordance with the 



HTA Strategic Plan for the same purposes outlined in this measure.  Act 161 specifies an amount 

“of the excess revenue deposited into the general fund”, but does not provide authority to expend 

the funds.  

  

As such, the Department recommends incorporating the language found in Senate Bill 2430 

(which in effect, addresses that issue by depositing the funds into the Special Land and 

Development Fund, to then be disbursed for appropriate Department purposes as approved by the 

BLNR and the Board of Directors of HTA per the process outlined in Act 161), while retaining 

the proposed $10,000,000/$5,000,000 figures in Senate Bill 3024. 

 

In addition, the Department requests two further amendments.  

  

Amendment 1 

In order to ensure the investment of the funds allocated in Act 161 for the current fiscal year, 

the Department requests that the measure become effective upon approval. 

 

Amendment 2 

In order to clarify that the funds can be used to provide enforcement of departmental rules, 

the Department requests the following be added to the measure: 

 

Section 199-1.5, Hawaii Revised Statutes is amended, as follows: 

 

1. By amending subsection (b) to read: 

 

“(b)  The following shall be deposited into the conservation and resources 

enforcement special fund: 

 

(1) Grants, awards, donations, gifts, transfers, or moneys derived from public or 

private sources for the purposes of enforcing the provisions of title 12; chapters 

6D, 6E, and 6K; or any rule adopted thereunder; 

 

(2) Fees, reimbursements, administrative charges, and penalties collected for 

activities related to the enforcement of natural, cultural and historic resources 

protection laws and rules, except as otherwise provided by law that provides for 

deposits into other special funds administered by the department; 

 

(3) Moneys derived from interest, dividends, or other income from the  

above-mentioned sources; 

 

(4) Appropriations by the legislature to the special fund; and 

 

(5) Transient accommodations tax revenue pursuant to  

section 171-19 (a) (2).” 

 

The Department urges your strong support of this measure with amendments.   

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 

Testimony of 
Mike McCartney 

President and Chief Executive Officer 
Hawai‘i Tourism Authority 

on 
S.B. No. 3024 

Relating to the Transient Accommodations Tax 
Senate Committee on Tourism 

Senate Committee on Water and Land 
Wednesday, February12, 2014 

2:45 p.m. 
Conference Room 229 

 
The Hawaii Tourism Authority (HTA) opposes S.B. No. 3024, which increases the 

allocation of transient accommodations tax revenues allocated the Department of Land 
and Natural Resources from $3 million to $10 million, and allocates $5 million to the 
division of conservation and resource enforcement. 

 
The HTA has proposed S.B. 2430, an administrative error in Act 161, SLH 2013, 

which provided that $3 million of the excess TAT revenues deposited into the general 
fund be allocated for programs to support the protection, preservation, and 
enhancement of natural resources important to the visitor industry, including planning, 
construction, and repair of facilities, and operation and maintenance costs for public 
lands connected with enhancing the visitor experience. 

 
In addition to correcting that error, S.B. 2430 provides that the $3 million be 

allocated to the Special Land and Development Fund, and authorizes the use of the 
monies in the Fund for the “planning, development, management, operations or 
maintenance of all lands and improvements under the control and management” of the 
Board of Land and Natural Resources pursuant to Title 12, HRS, which includes 
conservation resources and enforcement programs. 

 
For these reasons we oppose S.B 3024. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to offer these comments. 
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TAXBILLSERVICE
  126 Queen Street, Suite 304                    TAX FOUNDATION OF HAWAII          Honolulu, Hawaii 96813   Tel.  536-4587 

SUBJECT: TRANSIENT ACCOMMODATIONS, Disposition for division of conservation and
resource enforcement

BILL NUMBER: SB 3024

INTRODUCED BY: Solomon and Kahele  

BRIEF SUMMARY: Amends HRS section 237D-6.5(b)(4) to increase the amount of revenue allocated
to the mutual agreement of the board of land and natural resources and the board of directors of the
Hawaii tourism authority in accordance with the Hawaii tourism authority strategic plan from $3 million
to $10 million and provides that $5 million shall be allocated to the division of conservation and
resource enforcement.

EFFECTIVE DATE: July 1, 2014

STAFF COMMENTS: Currently, TAT revenues are allocated as follows: (1) $33 million is deposited into
the convention center enterprise special fund; (2) $82 million is deposited into the tourism special fund;
(3) $93 million is transferred to the various counties; and (4) any remaining revenues deposited into the
general fund of which $3 million allocated to the mutual agreement of the board of land and natural
resources and the board of directors of the Hawaii tourism authority in accordance with the Hawaii
tourism authority strategic plan.  This measure would increase the amount from $3 million to $10
million and provide that $5 million shall be allocated to the division of conservation and resource
enforcement.

The proposed measure would add another siphon of TAT revenues, and would perpetuate the
earmarking of TAT revenues for activities other than tourism.  While proponents of earmarking of the
TAT argue that if these projects or programs are not funded, none of the pristine beauty that visitors
come to see will be preserved, one could make the argument on the other side.  If there are insufficient
funds to promote the industry, then visitor counts will drop and so will the income that fuels the state’s
economy.  But visitors also contribute to state coffers directly through the taxes on everything they
purchase in Hawaii including hotel rooms, visitor activities and purchases of food and souvenirs.  To
that extent, a good part of the general fund tax collections is contributed by visitors.  If the argument is
that visitors should pay for other “visitor related” programs, then paying for those programs out of
general funds would be more appropriate than stealing the money from what is identified as a tax paid
specifically by the visitor.

Rather than the continual earmarking of TAT revenues, a direct appropriation of general funds would be
preferable.  Earmarking the TAT revenues for these programs that not only benefit the visitors but the
community at large is an abdication on the part of the legislature to set priorities among general fund
resources and is an indication that the legislature truly does not believe this is an important enough issue
to set aside state appropriations to address.  

Digested 2/10/14
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Testimony of The Nature Conservancy of Hawaiʻi 

Supporting S.B. 3024 Relating to the Transient Accommodations Tax 
Senate Committee on Tourism 

Senate Committee on Water and Land 
Wednesday, February 12, 2014, 2:45PM, Room 229 

 
The Nature Conservancy of Hawai‘i is a private non-profit conservation organization dedicated to the preservation of the lands and 

waters upon which life in these islands depends.  We actively manage more than 35,000 acres in 11 nature preserves on Maui, Hawai‘i, 

Moloka‘i, Lāna‘i, and Kaua‘i, and work with public and private partners and communities on land and marine management projects. 

 
The Nature Conservancy supports S.B. 3024 to provide a portion of the transient accommodations 
tax for management of natural resources, facilities and public lands that are important to visitors, as 
well as for natural resources law enforcement. 
 

Hawaiʻi’s globally unique environment is amongst the top reasons visitors from all over the world 
come to these islands.  There is also widespread agreement that Hawaii’s fragile environment is in 
need of improved management and protection, as well as better compliance and enforcement of 
State natural resource laws.  In addition, climate change is an imminent and unprecedented threat to 
natural systems (forests, coastlines, coral reefs) and to every resident and visitor that—whether they 
know it or not—depends on services from a healthy and functioning natural environment.   
 
Presently, the DLNR receives about 1% of the State’s general fund budget to oversee and care for 
millions of acres of natural lands and waters.  Obviously, not all of the cost of protecting these 
resources should be laid at the feet of the visitor industry; it's everyone’s responsibility because we all 
benefit and are at risk.  And, while litter and graffiti clean ups and park restroom repairs are important, 
long term, larger investments are needed in: 

 Forest management to ensure that they are as healthy as possible to capture as much rain 
(drinking water) and hold as much soil as possible as climate change brings more severe 
individual storm events, but overall less rainfall and more long term drought events; 

 Coral reef and near shore management to ensure that they are as healthy as possible to 
withstand the warming and acidification effects of climate change and still provide storm 
protection, seafood, and a continuing visitor attraction; 

 Invasive pest prevention and control so that at the same time we are inviting the world to our 
shores, we are not also granting easy access to the world's pests and diseases; and 

 Compliance and enforcement for those who choose not to respect these natural resources. 
 
We all have a stake--including the visitor industry--in the general health and function of Hawaii’s finite 
natural environment and resources as a: 

 Raw material that supports the lifestyle and livelihood of every resident, visitor and 
business; 

 Service that if not healthy and functioning will not deliver basic elements like fresh water  
needed for any person or business to thrive in the middle of the Pacific ocean; and 

 Product that we market to the outside world for a variety of reasons to get them to come 
here or invest here. 
 

Thank you for this opportunity to offer our support for this measure. 
 



 

Feb. 11, 2014 

Hawaii State Legislature/Senate Committees on Tourism/Water & Land 

Re:  SB 3024 Relating To the Transient Accommodations Tax 

Aloha Chairs Solomon and Kahele, 

Maui Tomorrow Foundation supports SB 3024, in particular the section allocating excess 

revenues from the Transient Accommodation Tax in the amount of 10 million dollars to go 

toward the protection, preservation, and enhancement of natural resources provided that, as 

stated in Section (4)  “of the $10,000,00, $5,000,000 shall be allocated to the division of 

conservation and resource enforcement.” 

Maui Tomorrow’s mission, for over twenty years, has been the protection of natural and cultural 

resources.  We firmly believe that the environment is our economy and we have long supported 

the consistently under-funded DOCARE division of the Department of Land & Natural 

Resources.  This allocation will do much to make DOCARE operationally sound, allowing the 

division to fill vacant positions, purchase equipment, increase operational efficiency and build 

capacity to cover the vast areas they are tasked with protecting.  If passed it will allow DOCARE 

to be more responsive to Hawaii’s communities in the protection of natural, cultural and historic 

resources which not only enriches the visitor experience but adds to the quality of life for all of 

Hawaii’s residents. 

Mahalo, 

 

Irene Bowie/Executive Director 

55 N. Church St. Ste. A4, Wailuku, HI  96793  808.244.7570  director@maui-tomorrow.org 



Public Testimony 

 
 
 
Desmond Yap 
Mentor Coordination Program Associate 
310 Kaahumanu Ave. 
Kahului, Hi 96732 
desmondy@hawaii.edu 
(808) 984-3442 
 
 

 
 
Aloha Honorable Dignitaries, 
 
I am writing testimony in support of Bill SB 3024.  I believe this bill will help fund 
preservation and conservation efforts for each island county.  Our islands are 
limited in space and resources.  Every effort should be made on all accounts to 
protect these resources and preserve the quality of life here in the Hawaiian Islands. 
 
The funding will also help to expand and increase the enforcement, maintenance, 
and ecology of each ecosystem that dwell in our beautiful home.  Not only 
preserving for future generations, but by providing opportunities to educate and 
employ the generations of its natural environment and habitat. 
 
I am of Native Hawaiian ancestry. Earth is our Mother.  Let us love and take care of 
her, as she loves and provides for us! 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
Desmond Yap 
 
 

February 11, 2014 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: TSMTestimony
Cc: lopekana@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB3024 on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM
Date: Monday, February 10, 2014 10:23:03 AM

SB3024

Submitted on: 2/10/2014

Testimony for TSM/WTL on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization
Testifier

 Position

Present at

 Hearing

George Robertson
Puako Community

 Assn.
Support No

Comments: DOCARE is critical to the protection of our precious reef at Puako. They

 have been terribly underfunded and therefore undermanned for a number of years.

 Please pass this bill! Mahalo.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,

 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or

 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email

 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:TSMTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:lopekana@hawaii.rr.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: TSMTestimony
Cc: churkel@msn.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB3024 on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM*
Date: Tuesday, February 11, 2014 7:39:00 AM

SB3024

Submitted on: 2/11/2014

Testimony for TSM/WTL on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization
Testifier

 Position

Present at

 Hearing

Steven Hurt Big Island Bird Hunters Support No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,

 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or

 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email

 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:TSMTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:churkel@msn.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: TSMTestimony
Cc: rae@malamamaunalua.org
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB3024 on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM
Date: Monday, February 10, 2014 1:59:55 PM
Attachments: SB3024 Testimony.docx

SB3024

Submitted on: 2/10/2014

Testimony for TSM/WTL on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization
Testifier

 Position

Present at

 Hearing

Rae DeCoito Malama Maunalua Support No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,

 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or

 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email

 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:TSMTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:rae@malamamaunalua.org
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February 11, 2014





Testimony of Malama Maunalua

Supporting S.B. 3024 Relating ensuring some Transient Accommodation Tax to Division of Conservation and Resource Enforcement by the DLNR

Senate Committee on Water and Land

Senate Committee on Tourism

Tuesday, February 12, 2014, 2:45PM, Room 229



Malama Maunalua is a private non-profit conservation organization dedicated to the conservation and restoration of Maunalua Bay on Oahu’s Southeast side. Malama Maunalua focuses on three major threats to Maunalua Bay: land-based sediment and pollution, alien invasive algae, and overharvesting fish. The Maunalua Bay region encompasses a 28 square mile area, including 10 watersheds, 7+ miles of shoreline and 6 square miles of reefs and ocean habitat. Approximately 60,000 people reside in the region. 

Malama Maunalua SUPPORTS SB3024, which would increase revenues from Transient Accommodation Tax.



[bookmark: _GoBack]Over the last decade, it has become clear that significant reductions of DOCARE budget has  rendered impossible the effective enforcement of natural and cultural resource laws and regulations under the jurisdiction of the Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR). While funding and overall capacity are clear and obvious challenges to enforcement, this bill seeks adequate new funding to support a staff needed to conduct enforcement in our near shore waters. SB3024 increases the amount of excess revenues allocated for these purposes which would restore this budget and allow DOCARE to adequately staff enforcement officers. 

		 

		





Therefore, Malama Maunalua urges the Committees to PASS SB3024.



 Mahalo for the opportunity to testify on this measure.





Sincerely,





Rae DeCoito

Executive Director

Malama Maunalua

P. O. Box 240421 Honolulu, Hawaii  96824    Ph: 808-395-5050    www.malamamaunalua.org
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: TSMTestimony
Cc: ThomasNoyes@hawaiiantel.net
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB3024 on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM
Date: Monday, February 10, 2014 3:40:58 PM

SB3024

Submitted on: 2/10/2014

Testimony for TSM/WTL on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization
Testifier

 Position

Present at

 Hearing

Tommy Noyes
Kauai Planning &

 Action Alliance
Support No

Comments: Aloha, Please support SB3024 as it will enable enforcement of park

 regulations which are currently being ignored by outlaw elements residing on the

 Napali Coast in the State Park. Kauai relies on tourism to sustain our economy, and

 the Napali is a prime destination for young active visitors who are now being

 assaulted and distressed by people living illicitly in the State Park. These visitors will

 not be inclined to return to Kauai if their Napali experience is distasteful. These funds

 are needed to establish basic Park management on Kauai's Napali Coast. Mahalo for

 your consideration. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,

 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or

 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email

 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:TSMTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:ThomasNoyes@hawaiiantel.net


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: TSMTestimony
Cc: igibson@hsus.org
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB3024 on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM
Date: Tuesday, February 11, 2014 12:17:52 PM

SB3024

Submitted on: 2/11/2014

Testimony for TSM/WTL on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization
Testifier

 Position

Present at

 Hearing

Inga Gibson

The Humane Society of

 the United States-

 Hawaii Office

Support Yes

Comments: Dear Chairs Kahele and Solomon and Committee Members, We urge

 your support of SB3024 to provide critical funding for our Department of Land and

 Natural Resources, Division of Conservation and Resource Enforcement. State

 wildlife agenices are notoriously underfunded yet carry many responsibilities to

 protect and preserve our fragile marine and terrestrial environment and scarce

 resources. DOCARE has been understaffed for many years. Additional funding

 would also ensure they have adequate resources to enforce existing laws-- a benefit

 to our wildlife, Hawaii residents and generations to come. Thank you for the

 opportunity to testify in support of SB3024. Inga Gibson Hawaii State Director The

 Humane Society of the United States

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,

 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or

 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email

 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:TSMTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:igibson@hsus.org


TESTIMONY	  TWENTY-SEVENTH	  LEGISLATURE,2014	  

SB	  3024	  

	  

Dear	  Chairs	  Kahele,	  Solomon	  and	  Vice	  Chairs	  Keith-‐Agaran,	  Galuteria.	  

	  

Thank	  you	  for	  the	  opportunity	  to	  submit	  written	  testimony.	  

I	  strongly,	  SUPPORT,	  the	  passage	  of	  SB3024,	  relating	  to	  Transient	  
Accommodations	  Tax.	  

The	  Department	  of	  Land	  and	  Natural	  Resources,	  Law	  Enforcement	  Division	  of	  
Conservation	  and	  Resource	  Enforcements(DOCARE)	  current	  Statewide	  annual	  
operating	  budget	  of	  $500,000.00(five	  hundred	  thousand	  dollars),	  salaries	  not	  
included,	  has	  put	  Conservation	  Law	  Enforcement	  at	  a	  near	  shutdown.	  

In	  a	  previous	  Honolulu	  Police	  Department(HPD)	  study,	  HPD	  estimated	  that	  it	  would	  
take	  an	  additional	  three	  hundred(300)	  officers	  if	  HPD	  took	  over	  conservation,	  
resource	  protection	  for	  the	  island	  of	  Oahu	  only.	  	  The	  other	  day,	  02-‐10-‐14,	  DLNR’s,	  
Oahu	  Branch	  DOCARE	  had	  an	  approx.	  staffing	  level	  of	  twenty	  four(24)	  field	  officers	  
and	  four(4)	  field	  supervisors.	  

Given	  the	  amount	  of	  $5,000,000.00(	  five	  million	  dollars)	  to	  be	  allocated	  to	  DOCARE	  
under	  the	  bill.	  	  The	  amount	  is	  fair	  and	  very	  reasonable.	  

	  

	  

	  

Respectfully	  Submitted,	  

	  

ALEX	  MCBARNET	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  	  



SB3024 allocates excess revenues garnered from the Transient Accommodation Tax in the 
amount of 10 million dollars to go toward the DLNR. SB 3024 further specifies that of the 10 
million, 5 million dollars will be set aside specifically for the Division of Conservation and 
Resources Enforcement (DOCARE). The proposed sum of money set aside to support DOCARE 
operations is unprecedented. Given the approximately $500,000 that was used to run the 
entire Division since 2009, down from $1.8 million in 2008, this represents a huge opportunity 
to make DOCARE operationally sound after many years of struggling. If successful, this budget 
increase would allow DOCARE to fill vacant positions, purchase equipment, increase 
operational efficiency and build capacity to become more responsive to our communities in the 
protection of Hawaii' s natural, cultural and historic resources. 
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: TSMTestimony
Cc: bktamfam@msn.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB3024 on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM*
Date: Monday, February 10, 2014 4:24:26 PM

SB3024

Submitted on: 2/10/2014

Testimony for TSM/WTL on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization
Testifier

 Position

Present at

 Hearing

Brooks Tamaye Individual Support No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,

 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or

 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email

 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:TSMTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:bktamfam@msn.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: TSMTestimony
Cc: cmattyamamoto@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB3024 on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM*
Date: Thursday, February 06, 2014 10:50:20 PM

SB3024

Submitted on: 2/6/2014

Testimony for TSM/WTL on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization
Testifier

 Position

Present at

 Hearing

Clarence Yamamoto Individual Support No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,

 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or

 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email

 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:TSMTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:cmattyamamoto@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: TSMTestimony
Cc: guy.t.humphreys@hawaii.gov
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB3024 on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM*
Date: Monday, February 10, 2014 8:55:05 PM

SB3024

Submitted on: 2/10/2014

Testimony for TSM/WTL on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization
Testifier

 Position

Present at

 Hearing

guy humphreys Individual Support No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,

 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or

 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email

 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:TSMTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:guy.t.humphreys@hawaii.gov


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: TSMTestimony
Cc: Hmanlapao@hotmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB3024 on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM*
Date: Monday, February 10, 2014 7:42:59 PM

SB3024

Submitted on: 2/10/2014

Testimony for TSM/WTL on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization
Testifier

 Position

Present at

 Hearing

Hilbert Manlapao Individual Support No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,

 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or

 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email

 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:TSMTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:Hmanlapao@hotmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: TSMTestimony
Cc: hjrodrigues048@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB3024 on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM*
Date: Saturday, February 08, 2014 9:13:07 PM

SB3024

Submitted on: 2/8/2014

Testimony for TSM/WTL on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization
Testifier

 Position

Present at

 Hearing

howard rodrigues Individual Support No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,

 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or

 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email

 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:TSMTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:hjrodrigues048@gmail.com


From: James Carpio
To: TSMTestimony
Subject: SB 3024 Testimony
Date: Tuesday, February 11, 2014 9:14:00 AM

Wailuku CMMA supports SB3024 especially  for the section below:
RELATING TO THE 
TRANSIENT 
ACCOMMODATIONS 
TAX.

Report Title: Transient Accommodations Tax; Division of Conservation and Resource Enforcement; DLNR

Description:

Increases the amount of excess revenues allocated for certain purposes subject to the mutual 
agreement of the board of land and natural resources and the board of directors of the Hawaii 
tourism authority in accordance with the Hawaii tourism authority strategic plan to $10,000,000. 
Allocates $5,000,000 of the $10,000,000 to the division of conservation and resource enforcement.

mailto:jay.carpio@me.com
mailto:TSMTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: TSMTestimony
Cc: jridz@hotmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB3024 on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM
Date: Tuesday, February 11, 2014 10:32:04 AM

SB3024

Submitted on: 2/11/2014

Testimony for TSM/WTL on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position
Present at

 Hearing

James Ridzon Individual Comments Only No

Comments: I support SB 3024 as it will allow DOCARE to preform their duties more

 efficiently by allowing them to repair, purchase, and obtain much need equipment

 and assets which they are lacking. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,

 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or

 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email

 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:TSMTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:jridz@hotmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: TSMTestimony
Cc: james.f.weller@hawaii.gov
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB3024 on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM*
Date: Monday, February 10, 2014 3:37:18 PM

SB3024

Submitted on: 2/10/2014

Testimony for TSM/WTL on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization
Testifier

 Position

Present at

 Hearing

James Weller DLNR/DOCARE Support No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,

 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or

 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email

 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:TSMTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:james.f.weller@hawaii.gov


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: TSMTestimony
Cc: jkredulla@yahoo.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB3024 on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM
Date: Monday, February 10, 2014 9:16:10 PM

SB3024

Submitted on: 2/10/2014

Testimony for TSM/WTL on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization
Testifier

 Position

Present at

 Hearing

Jason Redulla Individual Support No

Comments: While I am a DLNR employee, the opinion expressed here is my own as

 a private citizen. Please support this measure as it will assist the Division of

 Conservation and Resources Enforcement. Thank you.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,

 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or

 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email

 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:TSMTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:jkredulla@yahoo.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: TSMTestimony
Cc: smilefordays@aol.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB3024 on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM
Date: Monday, February 10, 2014 8:23:32 AM

SB3024

Submitted on: 2/10/2014

Testimony for TSM/WTL on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization
Testifier

 Position

Present at

 Hearing

Jenny Lynn Individual Support No

Comments: I support SB3024.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,

 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or

 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email

 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:TSMTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:smilefordays@aol.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: TSMTestimony
Cc: jesse@malamamaunalua.org
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB3024 on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM
Date: Monday, February 10, 2014 2:31:27 PM

SB3024

Submitted on: 2/10/2014

Testimony for TSM/WTL on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization
Testifier

 Position

Present at

 Hearing

Jesse Yonover Individual Support No

Comments: Aloha, My name is Jesse Yonover. I am a fisherman, surfer, diver, and

 paddler born and raised in Maunalua. Currently I am a graduate student at The

 University of Hawaii and part of the Maunalua Bay Makai Watch. I completely

 support this bill and allocating the DLNR extra funds which are extremely needed.

 Right now our natural resources, not only what 8 million people from around the

 world come to visit every year but more importantly the land and ocean that 1 million

 people call home, are at threat. Myself alone I witness every week illegal activity in

 Maunalua Bay that ranges from illegal commercial activity, illegal recreational

 activity, catching illegal sized, out of season, or illegal quantities of fish occasionally

 even using illegal methods of fishing, all the way to the illegal dumping of sewage

 and chlorinated pool water into Maunalua Bay. These are just some of the examples

 of violations occurring in my backyard that are damaging these delicate resources.

 The DLNR and DOCARE specifically have trouble responding and enforcing these

 violations when they occur because they are so understaffed due to insufficient

 funding and the overwhelming amount of land and ocean they are responsible to

 care for with the not nearly big enough staff to do so. I support this bill because it will

 be a step in the right direction to ensure that the DLNR can have the support they

 need to effectively manage the resources that they are responsible for so that they

 can be preserved and protected for all of us and our future generations. Lets not wait

 until its too late, our natural resources need to be protected and they need to be

 protected now. This is a critical step forward in showing that this is important to the

 people of Hawaii that we are going to do whatever it takes to Malama our natural

 resources. Thank you for listening to my testimony. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,

 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or

 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email

 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:TSMTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:jesse@malamamaunalua.org


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: TSMTestimony
Cc: jlmerrick22@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB3024 on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM
Date: Monday, February 10, 2014 6:46:06 PM

SB3024

Submitted on: 2/10/2014

Testimony for TSM/WTL on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization
Testifier

 Position

Present at

 Hearing

Julie Merrick Individual Support No

Comments: We support SB3024. We feel enforcement is a critical component of

 conservation and resource management. Currently, DOCARE has inadequate

 funding for enforcement activities. Please vote yes on this important legislation and

 provide reliable, consistent funding for DOCARE so that our reefs, fish and land are

 protected and preserved for future generations. Thank you. Julie & Michael Merrick

 Ka'anapali Makai Watch Volunteers Kahekili Herbivore Fisheries Management Area 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,

 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or

 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email

 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:TSMTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:jlmerrick22@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: TSMTestimony
Cc: kief808@hotmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB3024 on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM
Date: Monday, February 10, 2014 3:39:12 PM

SB3024

Submitted on: 2/10/2014

Testimony for TSM/WTL on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization
Testifier

 Position

Present at

 Hearing

Kief Apo Individual Support No

Comments: Support SB 3024!

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,

 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or

 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email

 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:TSMTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:kief808@hotmail.com


Senator Gilbert Kahele, Chair 

Committee on Tourism 

Senator Malama Solomon, Chair 

Committee on Water and Land 

Dear Senators Kahele and Solomon: 

February 10, 2014 

RE: SB 3024- RELATING TO THE TRANSIENT ACCOMMODATIONS TAX 

I am w riting to you today in support of SB 3024, specifically as it relates to the section allocating $5,000,000 for the 

Department of Land and Natural Resources' Division of Conservation and Resources Enforcement (DLNR-DOCARE). I am 

thrilled beyond words that the popular phrase, "The Environment is the Economy" is finally being substantiated with a 

proposed level of funding that speaks to the real and actual costs of protecting our natural resources from mauka to 

makai. This unprecedented move to properly fund DOCARE is woefully overdue, but it truly gives me hope that the tide 

is turning and that our elected officials are recognizing that a robust tourism industry is inextricab ly tied to a healthy 

environment. 

My career in the conservation field in Hawai'i spans over 20 years in multiple counties. I have been involved in efforts 

to conserve our declining resources at the County, State, Federal, and non-profit levels. Throughout the years, I have 

remained an avid supporter of DOCARE and its mission to protect our natural resources through education and if 

necessary, citation. In my experience, DOCARE has always been a willing and active partner in efforts to engage loca l 

communities in conservation initiatives. Should it be properly funded by the passage of this bill, I can only imagine how 

much more their officers can and will do to ensure that our resources are protected. 

In 2013, they partnered with Conservation International and Castle Foundation to create a pilot project, Community 

Fisheries Enforcement Unit (CFEU), which I have been fortunate to be a part of as its Makai Watch Coordinator. The 

CFEU has afforded DOCARE the opportunity to dedicate three of their officers to a 13-mile stretch of Maui's coastline 

and focus on fishing-related activities. In a very short period of time, they have witnessed an increase in fisher 

compliance and a decrease in citations after an initial spike. In addition, the CFEU has allowed them to develop stronger, 

more positive relationships with area residents and fishers. I believe that the proposed increased funding could support 

additiona l CFEU's in other areas of Maui and throughout the State. This is a model that is showing great promise for the 

future with healthier fisheries and communities that are invested in the care of their natural resources. 

I stand in awe of your courage and vision to introduce this bill and urge you to remain focused on its passage 

throughout this process. Providing $10,000,000 to the DLNR, with 50% of that amount dedicated to DOCARE will 

generate a tsunami of positive changes for our environment that will benefit the tourism industry and generations to 

come, and, in ways that we cannot even conceive of at this time. This bill represents hope for our future. 

Thank you for your time and consideration of my comments. 

Me ka ha'aha'a, 

Kuhea Asiu 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: TSMTestimony
Cc: lakimura@hotmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB3024 on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM*
Date: Tuesday, February 11, 2014 3:48:55 PM

SB3024

Submitted on: 2/11/2014

Testimony for TSM/WTL on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization
Testifier

 Position

Present at

 Hearing

Lance Kimura Individual Support No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,

 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or

 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email

 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:TSMTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:lakimura@hotmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: TSMTestimony
Cc: lterlepjr@icloud.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB3024 on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM*
Date: Monday, February 10, 2014 1:55:42 PM

SB3024

Submitted on: 2/10/2014

Testimony for TSM/WTL on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization
Testifier

 Position

Present at

 Hearing

Lawrence Terlep Jr. Individual Support No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,

 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or

 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email

 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:TSMTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:lterlepjr@icloud.com


Aloha! 

 

I'm writing in support of any bill that will increase funding for the DOCARE in DLNR. 

 

More must be done to help protect and restore our precious natural resources! 

 

One of my main concerns is Puako Reef. It's like no other in Hawaii or the world. It provides so much 

for so many lifeforms. 

 

In human economic terms, it's a vast goldmine. In ecological terms, it's of utmost and immeasurable 

importance in more ways than humanly imaginable. 

  

As amazingly diverse and pristine as Puako reef may seem to most people today, during my younger 

years, I've seen it absolutely brimming with life in comparison to now. It's time to stop taking and to 

start giving back. SB 3024 can help to accomplish positive changes.   

 

Sadly,our oceans have been in dire need of protection from human activities and pollution! Protecting 

the health of our reefs is key to restoring and conserving diversity of species, not only of sea but also of 

land and air. 

 

DOCARE is critical to the restoration of the health of our precious reefs including Puako Reef which is 

critical to the rich diversity of life all around us. 

 

DOCARE is a great concept but it's been pitifully underfunded and understaffed to really be effective. 

 

DOCARE enforcement personnel and equipment are desperately needed to protect, conserve and 

restore reefs including Puako Reef which are resources of immeasurable importance as well as other 

marine resources which in turn, will help nurture, nourish and restore other species.    

 

Everyone and everything is connected in this web of life. Human-life has taken a tremendously 

negative toll on it. Something must be done to reverse the negative impacts to the ecological systems in 

our environment with positive action. 

 

Please do the right thing and put SB 3024 into effect! 

 

Malama Pono, 

 

Leona "Noni" Ells Roberts 

Hawaii State Bodysurfing Association FBI Chair 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: TSMTestimony
Cc: lino.m.kamakau@hawaii.gov
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB3024 on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM
Date: Monday, February 10, 2014 8:47:43 AM

SB3024

Submitted on: 2/10/2014

Testimony for TSM/WTL on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position
Present at

 Hearing

Lino M. KAMAKAU government agency Comments Only No

Comments: I am testifying on behalf of West Hawaii DOCARE (Big Island) and I am

 greatly in support of SB 3024. We are urgently in need of financial support. Since the

 downfall of the economy, DOCARE had a major cut back in our budget. This lead to

 low manpower, equipment that is out dated or unable to repair, training that is long

 overdue, vehicles that are constantly breaking and because of this, we are unable to

 provide adequate protection on all of the Natural, Cultural and Historical sites. I'm

 asking to please pass this bill so that we can provide the ultimate services in making

 sure that we can sustain all the valuable resources for the future. Thank-you

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,

 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or

 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email

 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:TSMTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:lino.m.kamakau@hawaii.gov


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: TSMTestimony
Cc: lmccrory@pulamalanai.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB3024 on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM
Date: Sunday, February 09, 2014 3:43:22 PM
Attachments: SB3024 Relating to TAT - DOCARE, 2-9-14.docx

SB3024

Submitted on: 2/9/2014

Testimony for TSM/WTL on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization
Testifier

 Position

Present at

 Hearing

Lynn McCrory Individual Support No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,

 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or

 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email

 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:TSMTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:lmccrory@pulamalanai.com
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Committee on Tourism and Committee on Water and Land

Wednesday, February 12, 2014, 2:45 p.m., Room 229



Senator Gilbert Kahele, Chair and Senator Malama Solomon, Chair

Senator Gilbert S.C. Keith-Agaran, Vice Chair and Senator Brickwood Galuteria, Vice Chair





[bookmark: _GoBack]



SB3024  Relating to Transient Accommodations Tax



Dear Chairs Kahele and Solomon and Members of the Committees:



This letter is in STRONG SUPPORT of SB3024 which allocates revenues from the Transient Accommodations Tax, and specifically provides for funding of $5,000,000 to be allocated to the Department of Land & Natural Resources (DLNR), Division of Conservation and Resource Enforcement (DOCARE).  I am Lynn McCrory, Senior Vice President of Pūlama lanai.  Pūlama Lāna‘i is the entity that has been set up to work with the community and government as we move the island of Lāna‘i toward sustainability.  



 For many years the funding to DLNR has been reduced and for DOCARE their responsibilities have been increased.  They must cover not only the land, but also the ocean waters out to three miles from the shoreline.  They perform these services for both the residents and for the tourists who visit our islands.  For Lāna‘i, this results in two DOCARE officer’s to cover over 140 acres of land, a Marine Life Conservation District, and miles of ocean water.  



These same issues of a very small number of enforcement officers to observe large areas are encountered on every island in Hawaii.  This additional funding will greatly assist in their work to preserve our natural resources  for future generations.



We humbly ask that you support SB3024.  Mahalo!



Me ke aloha pumehana

With warm aloha,



Lynn P. McCrory

Senior Vice President of Government Affairs
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From: Linda Menda
To: Micah Alameda; kahele2 - Derek; kahele1 - Felicia
Subject: FW: S.B. 3024
Date: Tuesday, February 11, 2014 1:44:24 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: Martha Martin [mailto:mauimartha@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, February 11, 2014 1:01 PM
To: Sen. Gilbert Kahele
Subject: S.B. 3024

 Please support giving 5 million to DOCARE, to protect natural resources.
Mahalo,
Martha Martin
POB 790300
Paia, Hi 96779

Sent from my iPad

mailto:/O=HAWAII STATE LEGISLATURE/OU=CAPITOL/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=HANABUSA3
mailto:m.alameda@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:kahele2@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:kahele1@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:mauimartha@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: TSMTestimony
Cc: mmsantos@kirc.hawaii.gov
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB3024 on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM*
Date: Monday, February 10, 2014 2:10:36 PM

SB3024

Submitted on: 2/10/2014

Testimony for TSM/WTL on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization
Testifier

 Position

Present at

 Hearing

Mei Mailou-Santos Individual Support No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,

 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or

 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email

 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:TSMTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:mmsantos@kirc.hawaii.gov


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: TSMTestimony
Cc: monalisacastardo@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB3024 on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM*
Date: Tuesday, February 11, 2014 8:39:16 AM

SB3024

Submitted on: 2/11/2014

Testimony for TSM/WTL on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization
Testifier

 Position

Present at

 Hearing

Mona-Lisa Individual Support No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,

 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or

 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email

 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:TSMTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:monalisacastardo@gmail.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: TSMTestimony
Cc: puako@lava.net
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB3024 on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM
Date: Tuesday, February 11, 2014 10:36:21 AM

SB3024

Submitted on: 2/11/2014

Testimony for TSM/WTL on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization
Testifier

 Position

Present at

 Hearing

Pattie Freeman Individual Support No

Comments: DOCARE is critical to the health of our precious Puako Reef. We need

 more DOCARE enforcement personnel and equipment. DOCARE has been

 underfunded and undermanned for too long. Puako shoreline and reef are very

 valuable to the Big Island in terms of keeping a bit of Old Hawaii!

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,

 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or

 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email

 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:TSMTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:puako@lava.net


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: TSMTestimony
Cc: randyinmaui@hawaiiantel.net
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB3024 on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM*
Date: Monday, February 10, 2014 7:32:20 PM

SB3024

Submitted on: 2/10/2014

Testimony for TSM/WTL on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization
Testifier

 Position

Present at

 Hearing

Randy DeCambra Individual Support No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,

 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or

 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: TSMTestimony
Cc: rzanre@yahoo.co.uk
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB3024 on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM
Date: Monday, February 10, 2014 9:34:42 PM

SB3024

Submitted on: 2/10/2014

Testimony for TSM/WTL on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization
Testifier

 Position

Present at

 Hearing

Ricardo Zanre Individual Support No

Comments: Hawaii's economy, food security and the well being of the local

 communities that all depend on the healthy state of Hawaii's natural resources and

 the services that well functioning ecosystems provide, requires that DLNR is able to

 devote more resources to their effective management. It is a well known fact that

 DLNR is under-resourced to do its job effectively, with law enforcement seen as a

 key area for improvement. With so few officers DOCARE is unable to uphold the law

 and meet community needs. In addition, the future sustainability of Hawaii's tourism

 industry is reliant on actions now to sustain the natural resources this industry is

 dependent on.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,

 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or

 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: TSMTestimony
Cc: robin@mauirobin.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB3024 on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM
Date: Monday, February 10, 2014 5:17:06 PM

SB3024

Submitted on: 2/10/2014

Testimony for TSM/WTL on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization
Testifier

 Position

Present at

 Hearing

Robin Newbold Individual Support No

Comments: Hawaii's visitor industry, all who are employed in the industry, and guests

 attracted to Hawaii by our unique coral reef ecosystem are aware of the importance

 of protecting it. DOCARE needs adequate funding to do that effectively and enforce

 State laws. I urge you to support this bill to provide $5,000,000 funding to DOCARE

 from the Transient Accommodation Tax. This will help residents, visitors and all of

 Hawaii for generations to come. Thank you, Robin Newbold, Chair, Maui Nui Marine

 Resource Council

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,

 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or

 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email

 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: TSMTestimony
Cc: mclane@makaliigroup.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB3024 on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM
Date: Monday, February 10, 2014 2:55:35 PM

SB3024

Submitted on: 2/10/2014

Testimony for TSM/WTL on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization
Testifier

 Position

Present at

 Hearing

Sarah McLane Individual Support No

Comments: This is a long time coming, but very much appreciated!!

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,

 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or

 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.
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February 11, 2014 

Senator Gilbert Kahele, Chair 
Committee on Tourism 

Senator Mālama Solomon, Chair 
Committee on Water and Land 

Aloha e Senators Kahele a me Solomon: 

   RE: SB 3024- RELATING TO THE TRANSIENT ACCOMMODATIONS TAX 

   I am writing in support of SB 3024, especially in regards to the $5,000,000 that is proposed to be 
allocated to the Division of Conservation and Resource Enforcement (DOCARE). This bill strengthens my 
belief that our government can do the right thing in protecting our island’s extremely unique and vital 
resources. Our small island home is known around the world for its stunning natural beauty, and it 
makes me proud to see that we are taking the proper measures to mālama it and those who work hard 
in protecting it from mauka to makai. 

   Being from the beautiful ahupua‘a of Kāne‘ohe, I have far too often witnessed negative impacts, 
degradations and violations to our environment both in my hometown and state wide.  I realize the 
importance of DOCARE in educating the community about these issues and issuing citations if need be 
to prevent further harm to our environment. I stand in full support of this bill and know that this funding 
will be a tremendous boost to DOCARE’s mission in protecting our islands resources. As an 
environmental educator, I realize the importance in teaching our keiki about our ‘āina, what they can do 
to help protect it, and who is protecting it now. This bill is an example to our keiki that we can do the 
right thing and that we care about their future. 

   Mahalo for supporting Hawai‘i’s ‘āina and the warriors who are on the front lines protecting it. I have 
complete faith that you will see this bill through its passing and show the world that we truly care for 
our natural resources. I know our future generations will be proud. E ho‘omau kākou i ka ‘imi ‘ana no ka 
pono.  

Me ka ha‘a ha‘a, 

 

Serena Kaldi 

    

  



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: TSMTestimony
Cc: shannonpaap@gmail.com
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SB3024

Submitted on: 2/11/2014

Testimony for TSM/WTL on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization
Testifier

 Position

Present at

 Hearing

Shannon Paapanen Individual Support No

Comments: Please support this bill. Please help us keep Hawaii safe and beautiful

 and natural. A place where we want to live. A place where people want to visit.

 Mahalo.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,

 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or

 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: TSMTestimony
Cc: kehautom@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB3024 on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM
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SB3024

Submitted on: 2/11/2014

Testimony for TSM/WTL on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization
Testifier

 Position

Present at

 Hearing

Shauna Springer Individual Support No

Comments: The tourism industry relies heavily on the natural and cultural beauty of

 Hawaiʻi, which are one in the same to Native Hawaiians. With that said the tourism

 industry should be putting some of their revenue back into supporting the protection

 of these natural and cultural resources. Which is why I highly support this bill as it

 would allow DLNR-DOCARE to increase their budget to fill vacant positions,

 purchase equipment, increase operational efficiency and build capacity to become

 more responsive to our communities in the protection of Hawaii' s natural, cultural

 and historic resources. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,

 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or

 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: TSMTestimony
Cc: puanani395@clearwire.net
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB3024 on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM
Date: Monday, February 10, 2014 8:46:23 PM

SB3024

Submitted on: 2/10/2014

Testimony for TSM/WTL on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization
Testifier

 Position

Present at

 Hearing

Van Dacanay Individual Support No

Comments: Families return, tourist come to Hawaii for 1 or 2 things, our natural

 resources and our people. If we don't take care of our natural resources as well as

 protect them, who will, we the makaainana need everyone's kokua.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,

 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or

 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
To: TSMTestimony
Cc: vad_tdy@yahoo.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB3024 on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM
Date: Monday, February 10, 2014 10:19:28 PM

SB3024

Submitted on: 2/10/2014

Testimony for TSM/WTL on Feb 12, 2014 14:45PM in Conference Room 229

Submitted By Organization
Testifier

 Position

Present at

 Hearing

Vincent Dacanay Individual Support No

Comments: If we, as a state, are serious about sustaining our natural resources for

 future generations, then we need to ensure we have the financial means to enact

 measures necessary for implementing and enforcing our conservation laws.

 Otherwise, our resources, particularly our marine resources, will be in jeopardy of

 being exhausted by uncontained overuse.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,

 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or

 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.
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